Japanese Language and Literature

Journal of the American Association of Teachers of Japanese

jlLpitt.edu | Vol. 60 | Number 2 | October 2026 | DOI: 10.5195/j11.2026.495
ISSN 1536-7827 (print) 2326-4586 (online)

CONTRIBUTORS

Mayumi Ajioka (mayumi.ajioka@unlv.edu) is Assistant Professor-in-
Residence of Japanese in the Department of World Languages and
Cultures at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. She earned her Ph.D.
in Applied Linguistics from the University of California, Los Angeles
(UCLA) in 2024. Her research interests include Japanese heritage
language learning, usage-based language acquisition and instruction,
functional linguistics, academic literacy development, and Japanese

language pedagogy.

Alan Y. Cheng (ayc@stanford.edu) is a Ph.D. student in the Department
of Computer Science at Stanford University. His research lies at the
intersection of human-computer interaction and the learning sciences,
with a focus on the design and development of interactive learning
technologies.

Pelin Cilgin (cilgin@stanford.edu) is a Ph.D. student in the Department
of East Asian Languages and Cultures at Stanford University.

Josh Eyre (josheyre@stanford.edu) is a Master’s student in Japanese
linguistics in the Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures at
Stanford University.

Keiko Hata (hatakeik@msu.edu) is Assistant Professor of Japanese at
Michigan State University. She holds a PhD in Japanese Linguistics
from the University of Hawai'i at Manoa. Her research interests
include Japanese linguistics and pedagogy, Al-supported language
learning, and Japanese popular culture.

New articles in this journal are licensed under a Creative Commons
Attribution 4.0 United States License.

Open

[@)er |
Library

Pitti=.

This journal is published by Pitt Open Library Publishing.




330 | Japanese Language and Literature

Caleb Langley (okiyoshi@stanford.edu/crlangle@usc.edu) completed a
Master's degree in Japanese linguistics in the Department of East
Asian Languages and Cultures at Stanford University in 2026.

Huiting Liu (whliul 1 @stanford.edu) is a Ph.D. student in the Department
of Physics at Stanford University.

Scott Mehl (smehl@colgate.edu) is an associate professor of Japanese
and Asian Studies at Colgate University, where he teaches Japanese
language, literature, and culture. He has published articles on modern
Japanese poetry and on topics in comparative literature. His
translations of Japanese poetry and criticism have appeared in various
venues. He is the author of The Ends of Meter in Modern Japanese
Poetry: Translation and Form (Cornell University Press).

Andrew P. Nelson (nelso57@stolaf.edu) is Assistant Professor of
Japanese in the Department of Asian Studies at St. Olaf College. He
earned his Ph.D. in Japanese from the Department of East Asian
Languages and Cultures at Stanford University, with doctoral minors
in History and Linguistics. His multidisciplinary research applies
semantic analysis, comparative translation, and discourse analysis to
the examination of linguistic concepts and categories in modern
Japan.

Teisha Nishimitsu (teinish@stanford.edu) graduated with a Bachelor’s
in Biology and a Minor in East Asian Studies (East Asian Languages
focus) from Stanford University in 2026.

Camilla Piana (cpiana@stanford.edu) is a Ph.D. candidate in the
Department of Classics at Stanford University.

Qianhe Qin (gghe@stanford.edu) is a Ph.D. graduate of the Department
of Mathematics at Stanford University in 2026.

Joshua Rogers (joshua.rogers@gqc.cuny.edu) is an Assistant Professor
of Japanese at the City University of New York, Queens College. He
earned his Ph.D. from Columbia University in 2020. His research focuses
on the role of religion, esotericism, and secularity in modern Japanese
literature.

Japanese Language and Literature | jll.pitt.edu
Vol. 60 | Number 2 | October 2026 | DOI: 10.5195/j11.2026.495



Contributors | 331

Gavin Sherry (gsherry3@stanford.edu) graduated with a Bachelor’s in
Computer Science and a Minor in East Asian Studies (Japan focus)
from Stanford University in 2026.

Ariel Stilerman (stilerman@stanford.edu) is Assistant Professor of
Premodern Japanese Literature at Stanford University. His
book, Court Poetry and the Culture of Learning in Japan (Harvard,
2026), charts the transformation of waka poetry into a vehicle of
cultural transmission and a shared language for warriors and
merchants. His new project, Meet the People Who Built Japan,
explores changing conceptions of work, skill, and craft in early
medieval illustrated manuscripts.

Sera Wang (serawang@stanford.edu) graduated with a Master's degree
in East Asian Studies from Stanford University in 2026.

Liaoliao Zhang (liaoliao@stanford.edu) is a Master's student in the
Center for East Asian Studies at Stanford University.

Japanese Language and Literature | jll.pitt.edu
Vol. 60 | Number 2 | October 2026 | DOI: 10.5195/j11.2026.495



